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SB 507: Implementation Update
Cameras in the Classroom
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Presented by:
Miguel A. Saldaña

Creates Tex. Ed. Code 29.022
Video Surveillance of Special Education Settings
•On request by parent, trustee, or staff member;

•A school shall place at least one camera in each special ed
setting in which a majority of the students in regular attendance
are (1) provided special ed and related services; and (2) assigned
to a self-contained classroom or other setting for at least 50% of
the instructional day.

•The cameras shall remain in place for as long as the setting
continues to satisfy the requirements above.
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Creates Tex. Ed. Code 29.022
Video Surveillance of Special Education Settings (Continued)

• Before placement, notice must be provided to all campus staff,
and the parents of any student receiving special ed services in
the classroom.

• Video must be retained for at least 6 months after recording.

• School may accept gifts/donations for placing video cameras
in classrooms.
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Creates Tex. Ed. Code 29.022
Video Surveillance of Special Education Settings (Continued)

The video recordings are confidential and may not be released except
as provided by the statute. A video may be viewed:
(1) on request by an employee, or parent of a student involved in an

incident documented by the recording if a complaint has been
reported to the district;

(2) by DFPS/CPS officials as part of a child abuse or neglect
investigation;

(3) by a peace officer, school nurse, district administrator trained in
de-escalation and restraint, or human resources staff member in
response to a complaint or investigation of school personnel or
complaint of abuse committed by a student;

(4) by appropriate TEA or SBEC personnel as part of an investigation.
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Creates Tex. Ed. Code 29.022
Video Surveillance of Special Education Settings  (Continued)

• If video captures violation of school policy, access may be
provided to appropriate legal and HR personnel.
• Video may be used as part of an employee disciplinary

proceeding.
• Video shall be released at the request of the student’s parent

in a legal proceeding.

• A school may not:
• (1) allow regular or continual monitoring of the video; or
• (2) use the video for teacher evaluation or any other purpose
other than the promotion of safety of students receiving
special education services in a special education setting. 5

Creates Tex. Ed. Code 29.022
Video Surveillance of Special Education Settings  (Continued)

• A complaint regarding this law should be addressed
through the school’s grievance policy, not through a
special education due process hearing.

• A recording “must be released in a legal proceeding at
the request of a parent of the student involved in the
incident documented by the recording.”
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Pending AG Opinion
3/11/16 Commissioner Morath requested an expedited opinion
from AG Paxton on several ambiguities with the statutory
language.

• Who can request placement of a camera? Any employee?
Any parent?

• Does a request need to be classroom specific, or does a
request trigger an obligation for the district to put a camera
in every special education setting?

• Can the parents of other students in the classroom object to
the use of cameras?

• When can the school discontinue use of the cameras in a
specific classroom? 7

Proposed Rules
Notable Rule Provisions

• “Parent” is limited to a parent of a student who receives
special ed and related services for at least 50% of the
instructional day in a self-contained classroom or other
special ed setting.
• Also includes a student who is 18 years or older and whose

disabilities of minority have been removed, unless the student’s
rights are otherwise restricted by a court order.

• “Staff member” is limited to only those teachers, related
service providers, paraprofessionals or educational aides
assigned to work in a self-contained classroom or other
special education setting.
• Also includes the principal or assistant principal of the campus at

which a self-contained classroom or other special ed setting is
located. 8

Proposed Rules
Notable Rule Provisions
•“Self-contained classroom” means a classroom on a regular school
campus… in which a majority of the students in regular attendance are
provided special education and related services and have one of the
following instructional arrangements/settings described in the student
attendance accounting handbook…

• (A) self-contained (mild/moderate/severe) regular campus;
• (B) full-time early childhood (preschool program for children with disabilities)

special education setting;
• (C) residential care and treatment facility--self-contained

(mild/moderate/severe) regular campus;
• (D) residential care and treatment facility--full-time early childhood special

education setting;
• (E) off home campus--self-contained (mild/moderate/severe) regular campus;

or
• (F) off home campus--full-time early childhood special education setting. 9



© 2016
Walsh Gallegos Treviño Russo & Kyle P.C. 4

Proposed Rules
• Notable Rule Provisions

• The law allows certain individuals to access if an “incident”
documented by the recording is reported as a complaint. The
rules define “incident” broadly as an “event or circumstance
that…allegedly occurred” in the setting where the video
camera is located.

• Video is confidential and may only be viewed by specific
individuals “to the extent not limited by” FERPA.
• The statute and rules do not limit the access rights of a parent

under FERPA.

• Use of cameras during extended school year services is not
required.

• A school is not required to provide video cameras to another
school or to a nonpublic school.
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Proposed Rules
• Notable Rule Provisions

• Schools must write policies to address a variety of
issues related to the use of cameras, including
procedures for making a request, for providing notice
to parents and campus staff, and for the filing of
complaints alleging violation of the law/policy.

• Schools may solicit/accept gifts, grants and donations
to implement these requirements.
• May not use IDEA, Part B funds
• May not use state special education funds 11

Proposed Rules
• TEA is still waiting on the Attorney General’s Opinion, which it

hopes will aide it in the rulemaking process.
• If the Attorney General’s Opinion conflicts with these rules,

TEA will amend and publish a new draft for comment.
• Proposed rules are scheduled for public release on Friday, April

8th.
• The rules will be posted on the TEA website.

• Public comment period through May 9th – those interested
should provide their comments!
• You can send your comments to TEA via email at:

rules@tea.texas.gov 12
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Practical Questions & Scenarios
• Can we require that the person making the request for

cameras have a connection to the classroom in question?

• Can a school deny a request for cameras made by a
“parent” or “staff member” based on the stated reason for
the request (i.e., not related to student safety)?

• What if the parent of another student in the classroom
objects to the cameras?
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Implementation Efforts
• Identify each “self-contained classroom”
• Investigate cameras and consider how many may be

needed
• Investigate data storage options
• Consider funding options (Bake sale?)
• Develop procedures for

• Requests
• Complaints
• Notification

• Consider developing local policies for unanswered
questions
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The information in this presentation was created byWalsh, Gallegos Treviño Russo & Kyle P.C. It is intended to
be used for general information only and is not to be considered specific legal advice. If specific legal advice is
sought, consult an attorney.


